TANFIELD 

Urban  District  Council. 


=  Report  = 

of  the 

fledical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year 

1917. 


C  O  N  S  E  T  T: 

R.  Jackson  &  Co.,  “Guardian”  Electric  Printing  Works. 


19x8. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30178046 


Stanley, 

March,  1918. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  to  your  Council  my  Annual  Report,  which,  owing  to 
instructions  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  made  as  brief 
as  possible — dealing  only  with  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the  district. 

As  a  result  of  your  Medical  Officer’s  absence  on  His  Majesty’s  Service, 
some  additional  information  included  in  former  years,  is  not  contained  in  this 
report. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

380  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  1917,  compared  with 
108  in  1916,  143  in  1915,  117  in  1914,  and  150  in  1913.  The  large  increase  is 
almost  wholly  due  to  the  Measles  epidemic. 

The  following  table  compares  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  1917 
with  the  number  in  previous  years :  — 


1917  1916  1915  1914  1913 

Diphtheria  .  13  ...  15  ...  21  ...  27  ...  37 

Erysipelas  .  14  ...  9  ...  23  ...  16  ...  28 

Scarlet  Fever  .  39  ...  43  ...  47  ...  30  ...  27 

Enteric  Fever  .  —  •••  1  •••  2  •••  6  ...  — 

Puerperal  Fever  .  1  •  ••  —  •••  1  •••  —  •••  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  2  ...  1  ...  —  ...  4  ...  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  17  ...  12  ...  19  ...  17  ...  22 

Other  form  of  Tuberculosis  26  ..  21  ...  30  ...  17  ...  26 

Measles  .  263  ...  1  Not  Notifiable. 

German  Measles  .  5  ...  5  Not  Notifiable. 


380  108  143  117  140 

ric 

htheria  conti 

:  e  ye  r  by  year.  The  lorni  of  lo  tor  1917  was  spread  over  the  whole 
ad  (  ea  b  oecurre  l  compared  .  4  i-i  the  previous  year.  Every  case 

reoorted  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

Erysipelas. 

14  cases  were  notified  as  against  9  in  the  previous  year.  These  cases 
were  all  isolated. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1917,  39  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
43,  47,  30,  and  27  in  the  4  previous  years.  With  the  exception  of  January, 
cases  were  notified  each  month — September  and  November  having  the  greatest 
numbers,  6  and  5  respectively.  35  patients  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  4 
were  isolated.  Only  1  case  succumbed. 


Enteric  Fever. 


No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  past  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

2  cases  occurred,  as  against  1  in  the  previous  year. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

17  cases  were  reported,  compared  with  12  19,  17,  and  22  in  the  4  years 
preceding ;  10  deaths  occurred  as  against  8  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Under  this  heading  there  were  20  notifications,  while  the  4  previous 
years  gave  21,  30,  17  and  26  respective! v.  There  were  6  deaths  in  1917,  8  in 
1916.  and  7  in  1915. 

Measles. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  German  Measles  occurred  during 
1917  268  cases  being  reported  to  me.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  in 
the  Burnopfield  area,  this  disease  became  epidemic  in  form.  The  figures  for  each 
month  over  the  whole  district  were: — April,  2;  May,  8;  June,  21;  July,  7; 
August,  5;  September,  5;  October,  10i8 ;  November,  80;  December,  32.  The 
Health  Visitor  appointed  by  your  Council  to  the  affected  area  commenced  her  duties 
towards  the  end  of  September.  It  was  considered  necessary  to  close  two  schools. 
Burnopfield  Council  Infants’  School  being  closed  from  October  12th  to  November 
16th,  and  Leazes  Council  infants’  School  from  October  15th  to  November  30th. 
Fortunately  the  disease  was  mild  in  type  and  only  one  death  occurred. 


NON -NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Whooping:  Cough. 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  this  disease. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  this  heading  were  3,  compared  with  2  in 
1916,  1  in  1915,  15  in  1914,  and  13  in  1913. 

Vital  Statistics. 

It  is  difficult  at  the  present  time  to  arrive  at  a  correct  estimation  of  the 
population  of  the  district.  After  consultation,  I  think  that  the  nearest  approxi¬ 
mation  would  be  10,600,  an  advance  of  100  on  the  previous  year. 

Death  Rate. 

140  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  last  year,  but  of  this  number 
19  were  non-residents ;  7  residents  died  outside  the  district,  thus  making  the 
corrected  number  of  deaths  128.  On  taking  the  above  estimate  of  the  population, 
this  gives  a  death  rate  of  12.07  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  12.57  in  1916, 
12.9  in  1915,  12.59  in  1914,  12.8  in  1913.  and  14.09  in  1912. 

Birth  Rate. 

There  were  243  births  registered  during  the  year,  a  smaller  number  than 
even  last  year,  which  was  the  lowest  on  record.  The  birth  rate  is  equal  to  22.92 
per  1,000  population.  Comprising  the  total  were  130  males  and  113  females. 

Infantile  Mortality- 

23  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  1  year,  which  gives  a  death  rate 
of  94.65  per  1,000  births  registered,  and  is  18  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  at 
all  ages.  In  the  Infantile  Mortality  list  11  deaths  (practically  half)  were  due  to 
immaturity.  1  to  Zymotic  Disease  (Enteritis),  and  3  to  Respiratory  Disease. 


The  following  table  compares  the 

various  rates  for  the 

district 

for  the  County  :  — 

Tan  field. 

County. 

Birth-rate 

.  22.92 

23.0 

Death-rate 

.  12.07 

13.3 

Infantile  Mortality  rate 

.  94.65 

115.0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 

. 56 

1.32 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

. 09 

.04 

Diphtheria 

. 09 

.19 

Fevers  (Enteric,  etc.) 

— 

.03 

Measles 

. 09 

.39 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

.16 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

. 09 

.50 

Diarrhoea  (over  2  years) 

. 18 

.15 

Phthisis 

. 94 

.98 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

. 56 

.47 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

.  1.60 

2.30 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

8  specimens  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year — 5  of  Phthisis, 
2  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  1  of  Diphtheria.  All  the  results  were  negative. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  no  plans  fo  r  the  erection  of  dwelling-houses  were 
received,  and  no  new  houses  were  erected. 

Old  Property. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1900,  9  houses  were  re¬ 
ported  upon,  and  one  situated  at  High  Friarside  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  The  others  at  Tantobie  and  Brick  Flats,  Lintz,  were  repaired 
temporarily.  Many  houses  under  the  instruction  of  your  Council  are  awaiting 
the  termination  of  the  war. 

22  ashpit  privies  have  been  converted  into  earth  or  ash-closets  of  a  modern 
type,  and  3  into  water  closets.  Within  the  area  there  are  now  195  water  closets, 
1,592  eaitli  and  ash  closets,  and  458  old  ashpit  privies. 

48  notices  were  served  re  Sanitarv  Defects  and  to  abate  nuisances,  viz. :  — 


Foul  Condition  ...  ...  ...  1 

Structural  Defects  ...  ...  9 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ashpits  and  privies  ...  ...  32 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

48 

Houses  disinfected  after  Tnfect:ous  Disease  ...  74 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  4 


1.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under,  and 

for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning  Act,  1909  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

2.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  on  inspection, 
were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  The  'uuinbjeif  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  3 

4.  The  number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  the  defects  of  which 

were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  8 

G.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  closing  orders,  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


7.  A  general  character  of  Dampness,  defective  roofs  and 

defects  found  ...  ...  ...  walls,  ventilation,  light,  and 

spouting ;  step-ladders  for  stair¬ 
cases  ;  and  general  delapidation. 

Streets. 

No  work  has  been  done  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  during  the 
year.  This  work  is  suspended  during  the  war. 

SEaugfhter  Houses. 

There  are  now  5  within  the  area.  All  are  well  kept  and  well  drained, 
and  have  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

These,  on  inspection,  are  always  found  to  be  clean,  well  kept,  and 
ventilated. 

There  is  not  a  Lodging  House  within  the  district,  and  no  offensive 
trade  is  carried  on. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Within  the  district  there  are  12  Factories  and  18  Workshops.  On 
inspection  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found.  No  material  likely  to  be  injurious 

alth  b  used  in  any  of  these  works. 


UcaJ 


Ihe  Urban  District  Council,  Tanfield. 


->  .leer 


